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    Dear Parents / Carers, 

I wanted to say a big thank you for making 
alternative childcare arrangements on 
Wednesday. I know, as a working parent 
myself, how difficult this can be so thank 
you for your support with this. I want to 
reassure you that staff choosing to 
participate in strike action is not a decision 
that would have been made in haste. It is 
always useful to know what the dispute is 
about and how it actually affects your 
child’s school so, I have inserted a short 
summary below: 

The dispute is with the Secretary of State 
for Education with regards to the National 
Education Union’s view that there has been 
a ‘failure to provide a fully funded above-
inflation pay rise (as measured by 
September 2022 RPI). A fully funded pay 
rise is one that is funded by additional 
resources sufficient to provide the above-
inflation pay rise’ 

The government is also failing on their 
recruitment targets with the current pay 
conditions resulting in a mass exodus of 
educators with no view to replace them 
with qualified staff.  

Funding in schools has not kept in line with 
rising costs resulting in experienced staff 
shortages, SEND children not receiving 
adequate support and resources and extra-
curricular classes being cut from schools. 
(NEU). 

  

Within our budget there is funding for a 
certain level of increase in costs, including 
staff pay rises. Although the pay rises were 
below the level of inflation, they were 
significantly higher than what we were 
funded for.  

This is money that should have been spend 
on resources for the children.  

Let us hope that a resolution can be reached 
in the coming weeks. 

Yesterday, our lovely Year 2s held their first 
parent assembly and I can honestly say that I 
felt so proud of each pupil. They did an 
amazing job showcasing what they have 
learnt since September under the guise of 
‘Who wants to be a millionaire’. They also 
performed two beautiful songs and a lovely 
dance routine, demonstrating how much 
they have grown in confidence. 

They were so amazing that I had to get my 
Headteacher stickers out of the ‘safe’ and 
present each child with one at the end of the 
day. Thanks to all of the Year Two parents 
who have waited patiently for three years to 
see their child’s assembly, as well as taking 
time to attend. 

 

Next week is Online Safety Week as well as a 
focus on pupil Mental Health. 

The children will be participating in special 
assemblies and follow up sessions in class in 
order to raise the importance of both of 
these areas. 
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We close next Friday (10th February) for 
half term and with the days definitely 
getting lighter, I hope you all have an 
enjoyable week away from the hectic 
school routine. Just to remind you that we 
have a staff training day on Monday 20th 
February. Staff will be in school updating 
their knowledge on the teaching of maths, 
which is a school focus this year. The school 
will be closed to the children on that day. 

 

Tonight, is the PA’s annual Quiz night. Many 
thanks to those parents and staff who will 
be attending. I hope you all have an 
enjoyable evening, with some healthy 
competition! 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Book Week 27th February– 3rd March 

We are delighted to announce that the school will be holding a book week commencing on Monday 27th Febru- 

ary to celebrate the joy and importance of reading. The children will be participating in a number of reading 

activities during the week both in their class and as a year group. At 2.30 pm each day, the children will be able 

to choose to listen to a story read by another adult in a different classroom. 

Advanced notice—World Book Day is on Thursday 2nd March and this year we would like children to come 

dressed up as a character from their favourite story 

book. 

In line with the school’s drive to be more sustainable, 

The Green Team will be asking pupils to think about 

using current clothing items as a costume instead of 

buying one -off dressing up costumes. There are lots 

of characters that children can come as by wearing 

their casual clothes, e.g. Harry and the Dinosaurs, 

Laura’s Star etc. The Green Team will be leading an 

assembly on this prior to half term, to give children 

some ideas of how creative they can be. 

 
 
Check out the following newsfeeds on the 
school website 
 
Chess  
https://www.st-
joanofarc.islington.sch.uk/news/year-
3/chess-club-at-sja/ 
 
English  
https://www.st-
joanofarc.islington.sch.uk/news/nursery/engl
ish-across-the-whole-school/ 
 
History 
https://www.st-
joanofarc.islington.sch.uk/news/nursery/hist
ory-across-the-whole-school/ 
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Online Safety Week - Starting Monday 6th February 

Safer Internet Day 2023 will take place on the 7th of February, with celebrations and learning based around the 

theme ‘Want to talk about it? Making space for conversations about life online’. 

The Digital Leaders will lead an assembly to explore the theme and launch the class-based activities. This week 

will be linked to Mental Health Awareness Week, as we promote the safe, responsible and positive use of digi- 

tal technology. At home, talking to your child about their life online and encouraging them to share their expe- 

riences with you, is a key part of helping to safeguard your family. Look out for further resources during this 

special week. 
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Year 2 assembly 

http://www.st-joanofarc.islington.sch.uk/


www.st-joanofarc.islington.sch.uk  

 
 

http://www.st-joanofarc.islington.sch.uk/


www.st-joanofarc.islington.sch.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.st-joanofarc.islington.sch.uk/

